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of the Franciscan
Sisters of Our Lady
1 of Perpetual Help

Dear Friends,

Have you heard about the wise old woman
who was asked, “What was your greatest
burden in life? Raising a family? Feeding
the poor? Putting up with your neighbor?
lllness? Fear?”

She responded, “It is none of these. The
greatest burden of life is to have nothing
to carry.”

Friends, whether we are aware or not, we
are all entrusted with something to carry.
We Sisters have been carrying the sacred
trust of revealing God’s transforming
presence at the heart of the world since
1901. We have most often gone to, served
with, carried forward, lived among, prayed
beside, and stood for justice. We share
the dignity of each person, work for the
common good of all, hold the Earth in
balance as we strive to create the Beloved
Community, aka The Reign of God.

In this issue of Franciscan Spirit we reflect
on some of the ways we have “tirelessly
included, integrated and lifted up” (Fratelli
Tutti #77) our brothers and sisters and
been in communion with earth. We

have not done this alone. We have been
collaborators, sponsors, supporters with
others who have the same vision and call.

Thank you for partnering with us as we
“announce peace and promote justice” in
our time, wherever we are, however we
can, with whoever experiences the same
call. Yes, we proclaim the nature of God is
compassion and justice is God’s passion.

The cover features 7th-grader Noelle,
who took her mask off long enough to
smile for the camera. She is standing

in the main entrance of our beloved
Marian Middle School in St Louis

City, an all-girls Catholic school. We
collaborated with several Communities
of Catholic Sisters (as seen in the poster
behind Noelle), to create Marian Middle
School more than 20 years ago.

It's been busy at Tau Center, despite being closed to the public for more than 12 months.
The pandemic did shutter our doors to all for several months (in support of local safety
policies), but most of the past year we have been using our offices. We are blessed to have an
enclosed space for each staff member and adequate ventilation in the building to minimize
transmission risk. We look forward to the day that we can again welcome you and yours, and
share our Franciscan hospitality.

We are also blessed to have you — our supporters, friends, coworkers, neighbors and family
members. It's been a tough year for everyone. We get that. For the most part, we made it
through. We pray for those who did not, and those left to deal with the medical, emotional,
social, spiritual and financial hardships the virus has created.

We faced many difficult decisions over the past year, and we know that you did too.
Disappointments were many. Several of our Sisters and their loved ones dealt with the reality
of contracting Covid 19. Our Community members in care facilities faced the same four walls
with no visitors for months on end. We were unable to gather last June for our Leadership
discernment and elections. Our dear 2020 Jubilarians chose to postpone the annual

June Mass and celebrations until it's safe for family and friends to join the gatherings. The
decisions to cancel our live events that were already underway such as the Annual Sunshine
Gala, our Come & Be retreats, our Visio Divina program, and our benefit Nativity Display, to
name a few, were tough. Transitioning our Paving Paths gatherings and Franciscans For Earth
Eco-Series events to Zoom has been both a challenge and a blessing. We can now provide
the experiences to many, and distance is no obstacle.

Throughout this difficult year you have continued to surprise us with your concern, your
participation, your prayers, and your support. We value our relationships, and hope to
continue broadening those, and building new ones in the years to come. Thank you for your
concern. Thank you for participating in our Zoom events. Thank you for your prayers and for
trusting us to pray with you for your intentions. And thank you for your generous donations
that allow us to continue living and sharing our mission.

Sister Steries: S
Jor more than 20 years

The Sisters have always been educators
with a real passion for empowering
young people to embrace and share their
gifts. This passion has taken them into
classrooms across the United States.

In the late 1990’s, the Franciscan Sisters
were among several communities of
women religious concerned about the
education of at-risk girls in St Louis.

This concern led to the collaborative
establishment of Marian Middle School, a

school providing a holistic and faith-based

education for girls grade 5-8 with high
potential but limited means.

The Franciscan Sisters
have been invested

and involved in Marian
Middle School ever

since. Our Sister Monica
Laws was one of the early
planners who helped bring
the Marian vision to life.
Sister Regina Strassburger
served as President of the
Marian Board when it
opened in 2000. She also
served on the Members
Board from 2005-2010.

Sister Rosalie Wisniewski
was principal at Marian
from 2002-2007. During
that time she developed

a strong after-school
enrichment program to
provide the girls with
opportunities for self-
discovery, leadership
development, and career
exploration. Sister Mary
Anne Eckstein volunteered
each week in this program
teaching Math, and Sister

Rose Marie Przybylowicz
taught sewing. Sister
Pauline Schwandt
served on the Members
Board from 2010-2015.

Currently Sister Rosalie
is Chair of the Members
Board, and Sister Monica
has come full circle now
tutoring young women
at Marian through

the English Tutoring
program. Each year the
Franciscan Sisters of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help

commit considerable funds which support

Marian’s enrichment programs.

In 2021, Marian Middle School celebrates
its 20th anniversary as a highly acclaimed
school with incredible success stories.
Their motto “Educating Girls for Life”
means they prepare students to succeed
at high-performing high schools through
innovative, holistic and faith-based
education. The school is committed to
breaking the cycle of poverty through
education by providing graduate support
through high school, college and beyond.
Alumnae return to give

back to Marian because,

“Once a Marian Girl,

always a Marian Girl.”

We are proud to be

one of the “Founding
Members” of Marian
Middle School, a place
where transformative
education changes
lives of young women.
Beautiful, young Noelle,
pictured on the front of
this issue, is a testimony

to Marian Middle School. You can learn
more about this incredible school which we
helped birth at marianmiddleschool.org.

Marian Middle President Mary Elizabeth
Grimes shares, "Seeing the remarkable
success of Marian students demonstrates
the power of a transformative education
with a focus on more than academics.
Marian Girls deserve a chance to succeed
and given the right support, their
opportunities are endless. We are thankful
to those who are part of this journey,
including the Franciscan Sisters of our Lady
of Perpetual Help."

Pre-pandemic, "Marian Girls" gathering for the camera.

The Franciscan Spirit is a free, monthly, digital newsletter with print editions twice a year published in Kirkwood, MO, by the Franciscan
Sisters of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. To be added to the distribution list, email info@fsolph.org or call (314) 965-3700 with your choice of
email and/or print mail. Back issues of the printed magazine can be viewed on our website at www.fsolph.org/newsletter.

OUR CHARISM: The Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of Perpetual Help strive to be prayerful women of faith, prophetic vision and courage.
Discerning God's will within the Church, we dedicate our lives to witnessing the Gospel compassionately and joyfully.

OUR FRANCISCAN MISSION: To be a transforming presence in society through witnessing Gospel values. Faithful to our charism in the
mission of the Church, we prophetically respond to the needs of contemporary society. As compassionate women alive in the spirit, we
enable and empower others to live the Gospel with hope and joy.
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24 congregations representing four states
in launching a yearlong, live-streamed
conversation series on the leading social
justice issues of our time. Each episode is
free and open to the public.

Titled “Exploring Intersections: Catholic
Sisters on Racism, Migration and Climate,”
each month this series will focus on

a different social issue in a thought-
provoking and engaging conversation.
Three panelists, including Catholic Sisters,
will bring unique perspectives to each
session.

“This series is intended to provide a forum
for constructive conversation on the big
issues of our day, and how each intersects
with the major themes of racism, migration
and climate,” says Sister Anna Marie

Reha, SSND. “We're looking forward to
lively, nuanced conversations among our

Chapter Planning & Elections

We Sisters ask your prayers this June as we
gather via Zoom for our canonical General
Chapter. The Chapter is a mandated time
to consider our state of affairs, to listen to
where the Spirit is calling us, and to elect
the Sisters who will serve as the Leadership
Team of the congregation for the next

five years. All Sisters participate in this
gathering at some level.

Our Chapter theme, “Tending the Heart

of the World, Prayerfully, Prophetically,
Courageously” speaks of the deep
significance of this Chapterin such a
challenging time. We have deliberately
chosen to begin this historic meeting on
June 27, the Feast of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help.

members have to say on these topics.” L iy Al b

Topics include gender equity, human
trafficking, gun violence, economic justice,
food security, restorative justice, affordable
housing, educational justice, equitable

access to health care and more. Sisters Regis Froncheck, Isabella Stachowiak,
. . Eleanor Pietluch, Praxeda Kiwak
The conversations will be held as free, &Romana Pustalmk in Green Springs, OH

P

public Zoom webinars and streamed on
YouTube at 3pm the second Wednesday
of each month. For those who want to
watch or listen on their own schedule, the
recordings of the episodes will be available
on YouTube and as a podcast.

For information on how to register to A
participate in “Exploring Intersections” Sisters Alberta Krenzel, B
and a list of monthly topics, go to www. f‘té‘fghiadgs WLth Tinkerbell tﬁeapiiﬂféws"'
. . . P Cr
exploringintersections.org. >chool in Dieterich, |L

“Exploring Intersections” is a project of Sister Mag%ale? M&%ne =
Region X of the Leadership Conference 1919, Holy Trinity, o T
of Women Religious (LCWR).
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Through the years a fire has burned in the hearts of the Franciscan Sisters. It's the °Wntimued,-',€h5T°ka rc f/j(fz&a Jettke, /
alin, ]

fire of justice, the fire of peace, the fire of relationship. God’s compassion expressed s, CA Rene Tume// W

in justice is the prophetic call of women religious. This compassion springs from a
deep contemplative spirit. Truly what good is action if it does not spring from an h ‘
enlightened heart of prayer? b - A
While each Sister is missioned to a particular place and a particular ministry . "
(job), she extends herself and gives her time to so much more. She gives her 4
time to enabling and empowering others to live the Gospel with hope and joy.
Look at just a small listing of how the Sisters have fostered what is good and placed
themselves at its service through the years.
« When a special presence was needed identity of Indigenous Catholics in 5ISte|r§;RobertAnn JuanitafEvelyn Kam;n5k| Marlene &
at St Mary of Nativity School in Salinas, North America, has been blest with ﬁi}lol'”&\éajg‘l‘eégégg JOS"Ph Apach&Mission, Mescalero,
CA in 1954 to serve migrants in the active leadership from our Sisters. H ¢ '\A :
“lettuce capitol,” we were there. « Nia Kuumba, an African American
« When Mother Teresa was establishing Center of women spirituality, books .
a convent and ministry in St Louis are balanced because of a generous h
for her Missionaries of Charity, we Sister volunteer.
were there supporting and providing . |5 2008 we led a vigorous campaign 2
furnishings and food. to get Quick Trip to recycle trash.
+ Inthe height of the AIDS epidemic, - We continually knocked on the doors
we were part of establlshlr)g a of the St Louis Lambert International
Franciscan Inter-Community, Project Airport until they put recycling bins at
Lazarus, to serve people with AIDS. all the departure gates.
We mafijtained a presence there for « When Sisters were invited to be a '.'I, A
16 years. . 5 - with students at
S o hopeful presence and healing voice isters gat ere‘ Hwer school,
+ When chaplains in Missouri prisons as educators, bringing integration Sistarc Little PO onroe, LA
. rs
needed Ieader.s for REC (Be5|dents to northeast Louisiana, our Sisters €orgette of NCp(, left, and Marc 'y Ro
Encounter Christ), a special retreat volunteered. of project Lazarys ar " right,

. rus, New Orfe
program for incarcerated persons, '

. . - When mission sites in Arizona, on the
two Sisters quickly became leaders.

border of Mexico, and in the heart of
+ When ITEST (Institute for Theological New Mexico were established we

Encounter with Science and were there.
Technology) was begun by Fr Robert
Brungs, SJ, our Sister served as
secretary and helped organize the
annual conference.

- For 26 weeks we stood on the steps
of Francis Xavier Church in St Louis
in silent protest and prayer in

support of Black Lives Matter.
« Sisters have often shared art as a sign

of peaceful presence and beauty

at Good Shepherd Art Center in
Ferguson, MO. - Our Sisters in El Paso, TX, began

Centric Mujeres de la Esperanza,
Women'’s Center of Hope, which
provides referrals, counseling, home
visits, values clarification, HIV-AIDS
ministry, and advocacy for women.

+ We have been key leaders in an
Intercommunity Ecological Council.

. \_aw\'ence B.\\'\ln

+ When neighborhoods struggling with
poverty form Business Associations
to improve socio-economic
development, Sisters are often there.

+ When hospitality workers in hotels
need training to identify victims of
human trafficking, we make it happen.

Our joyful service has always looked to
the face of the poor, touched their spirit,
suffered with them, spoken for them and

+ The national Tekawitha Conference, been enriched by them as they reveal the
which is the voice, presence and face of Christ.
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’ focused on

making the most of the
present and spreading hope
for the future, it's not often our
Sisters get to look back!
In celebration of 120 years,
o we take this opportunity to E B'r'i'des of Christ, Sisters Marcia, Margaret Ann, Giovani Banning,
share just a few captured Mary Philip Patin & Consilia entering the Novitiate in 1950

Slstgr_s Celine Pietrzak, moments taken over
Patricia Ann, Rebecca,

& Kathleen Lander the years.
on the National Mall
in Washington, DC
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Pauline Pietrusiewicz, and Violenta Stecin 1914

a Siniaka, Baptista Tylicka,

Sisters Lillian Zakrewska, Edith Klimaszewski, Consuella Kurowski, Emerentia Paszkiewicz,
Christine Stankiewicz & Rita Schodzinski at a celebration in 1982 4
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Please consider joining us for our Franciscans

For Earth Eco-Series Speaker & Film events via

Zoom! Sign up now using the new, improved
"Events" portal on our website, fsolph.org,
and then watch for a return email containing
the link. Reminders will also be sent. See you
on Zoom!

Tue, May 11, 7pm Central Time

SAIMT LOLAS UNIVERSITY THEQLOGICAL STUDIES

i Belden Lane

Listening to The Trees: Renewing
Thomas Berry's Great Conversation

On May 11 at 7pm CST via Zoom, we wel-
come Belden Lane, Professor Emeritus of
Theological Studies at St Louis University.
Lane is a storyteller and lover of wilderness
backpacking. His books include The Solace
of Fierce Landscapes: Exploring Desert and
Mountain Spirituality, Backpacking with the
Saints: Wilderness Hiking as Spiritual Practice,
and The Great Conversation: Nature and the
Care of the Soul.

Lane will give a talk entitled “Listening to
The Trees: Renewing Thomas Berry’s Great
Conversation.” For more than 25 years Belden
Lane has had a practice of praying with a
100-year-old cottonwood tree in the park
across the street from his house. He calls him
Grandfather. Their relationship has been an
important way of binding him more closely
to the natural world and to God as well. "Fr.
Thomas Berry lamented that we as humans
have fallen away from any deep connection
with the rest of creation. ‘We are talking to
ourselves. We are not talking to the rivers, we
are not listening to the wind and the stars.
We have broken the great conversation.’ This
spiritual poverty allows us to disregard (and
misuse) a world that’s been given us to love.”

Q&A and discussion will follow. Sign up on
our website www.folph.org today, then
watch your email for the Zoom link to join
this virtual event.

A MULTI-AWARD-WINNING FILM

A new old approach namated by Woody Harrelson

This film is positioned to catalyze a move-
ment to accomplish the impossible — solve
humanity's greatest challenge, balance cli-
mate, and secure our species' future. Narrated
and featuring Woody Harrelson, Kiss the
Ground proposes that, by regenerating the
world's soils, we can quickly and completely
stabilize Earth's climate, restore lost ecosys-
tems and create abundant food supplies.
Using compelling graphics and visuals, along
with striking NASA and NOAA footage, the
film artfully illustrates how, by drawing down
atmospheric carbon, soil is the missing piece
of the climate puzzle. Register at fsolph.org.

The month of April

EARTH MONTH: Restore/

-

Tue, Oct 12, 7pm Central Time
OCT FFE ECO-SERIES FILM

.-t
Do yoturknow

where your water
comes from?

WILD & SCENIC FILM FESTIVAL PEQPLE'S CHOICE 2021

River's End

CALIFORNIA'S LATEST WATER WAR

Using California as a microcosm, River's End
explores the global water crises. It draws the
parallel between the draining of the Owens
Valley by LA, made famous by CHINATOWN,
and what is happening in real time in
Northern California’s Bay-Delta. This time, the
water grab is at the hands of Big Agriculture.
Winner of both the Jury Award and the
People's Choice Award at the 2021 Wild &
Scenic Film Festival, River’s End implores
viewers to learn where their water comes
from so that we can save our rivers and the
ecosystems and communities that depend
upon them. Register today at fsolph.org.

Earth Day is April 22, but we
like to celebrate April as Earth
Month! The theme for 2021 is
"Restore Our Earth."

Watch our Facebook page for
our Earth Month posts through-
out the month of April!

Pope Francis has expressed a hope “for growth in communion
between members of different Institutes” calling us to
“Step outmore courageously from the confines.of our
respective institutes and to work together, atthe local
and global levels.” This he says “would make for a more

effective prophetic witness.”

7 1W (7% WW WMWM A Franciscan Reflection by Jack Zimmerman

It's not news that this past year was tough
for lots of people. Symbolic though it may
be, I've never been so happy to recycle my
old calendar and hang up a new one!

I've always been an optimist—a glass half-
full person. Perhaps that’s partially why this
last year—with the pandemic and all its
fallout, the political and social upheaval in
the US and more—has been so immensely
difficult. | thought | could always count on
an interior sense of “All will be well” to carry
me through any troubles, but 2020 has
shaken my hopefulness more than | would
have thought possible. I've felt dislocated,
challenged by family responsibilities and
disconnected from the people, places and
activities that anchor me. Maybe you can
relate to this feeling and you're wondering,
like | have been, about how to bounce
back from this spiritual setback? How do
we let go of the past, celebrate the present
and look forward to the future? How do
we grab hold of the Christian virtue of
hope again and let it grab hold of us?
Fortunately, there are powerful, well-worn
paths that we can follow. I'd like to share
four practices that I'm using that can give
rise to hope within you.

#1 Make a gratitude list. It's simple and
somewhat cliché, but it has both scientific
and biblical clout. Numerous studies have
shown that grateful people are happier

Volunteer Spotlight

Our Sister Marie Angele volunteers as facilitator
for a monthly "contemplative creativity circle"
through Eremos, A Center of Contemplative Life in
Austin, TX, (see eremos.org). She offers a Soul
Support Group where participants follow the
call to contemplation by engaging in a creative
process to awaken senses, focus minds, open

hearts, and grow in community.

Years ago when Sister Ann Francis lived and worked in
Austin, she joined a Contemplative Knitting program
offered by Sister Marie Angele through Eremos.
When Sister Ann Francis moved to a new ministry
in Missouri, she joined the Knit Wits. This group
of knitters and crocheters met in the rectory
basement at St Joan of Arc Parish in St Louis to

create hats for Siteman Cancer Center.

When the pandemic started, the knitting group from
Austin began gathering via Zoom. This made it possible

and more hopeful, and for the scriptural
evidence, see St Paul'’s letter to the Romans
among MANY other examples. Being
thankful shines a light on God's graces
large and small, which naturally leads to
hopefulness. I'm writing 3 to 5 things that

| am grateful for in my journal each morn-
ing—things like the first sip of morning
coffee, the good laugh | shared with my
niece yesterday, and that for once my cat
got sick on a weekday so that | didn’t have
to pay for a trip to the emergency vet

over the weekend (she’s doing fine now,
thanksl!). It gets you in the right frame of
heart and mind for the day. Thinking about
what brought you joy or made you smile
during the day just before going to sleep is
a good approach, too.

#2 Look at God’s creation. Although we
may not hope FOR what is seen (see St Paul
in Romans again 8:24-25)—we can FIND
hope in what is visible. The promise of the
changing seasons, the love and provision
of our Lord made manifest in wrens, wild-
flowers and wheat—therein lies hope, my
friend. Where | live, we've had tempera-
tures in the 20s and several days of dense
fog. The two combine to cover everything
with rime and hoarfrost. It's indescribably
delicate, beautiful and awe-inspiring. When
| scrape away the foot of snow on the
ground, there is dark green grass under-
neath. How can we fail to hope in the face

for Sister Ann Francis and others to participate again. Now
every Monday night, a diverse group from all over the country gathers via Zoom to

create, (and patients at the cancer center are better for it!)

of such a nimiety of grace? As Pope Francis
has said, “If the events of our life, with all its
bitterness, at times risks suffocating the gift
of prayer within us, it is enough to contem-
plate a starry sky, a sunset, a flower, to re-
ignite the spark of thanksgiving.” (General
Audience, May 2020). And as we have seen,
one fruit of thanksgiving is hope.

#3 Do arandom act of kindness. Another
bumper-sticker cliché, | know, but it really
works, especially if it is unexpected, done
for someone who can't repay the favor or
is completely anonymous (remember—
keep your left hand in the dark about what
the right is doing for the full blessing!

See Matthew 6:3). When you spend time
looking for a way to brighten someone
else’s day and do it, it not only makes them
happier, it ultimately makes you feel good
and leads you to be more hopeful.

#4 Finally, let the faith of others inspire
you and give you the courage to hope.
The Semmering Railway was completed

in the 1850s high in the Austrian moun-
tains. The gradient was so steep and the
tightness of the curves so extreme that a
locomotive that could handle it had not
even been built yet! But the designers,
engineers, builders and financiers had faith
that it could be done and it soon paid off.
That line still brings thrilled riders through
the incredible scenery today. Similarly,
countless artisans and laborers have worked
on great churches like the amazing Sagrada
Familia in Barcelona knowing that they
wouldn't live to see its completion. But they
believed in what they were doing for God
and for people. Already their efforts have
sent human spirits soaring at the marvel of
it all, and one day it will be finished. Look to
these and other stories to find hope in the
goodness of people, in the arc of history, in
yourself and most of all, in God.

“Hope” is the thing with feathers —
That perches in the soul —

And sings the tune without the words -
And never stops — at all -

And sweetest — in the Gale - is heard -
And sore must be the storm -

That could abash the little Bird

That kept so many warm —

I've heard it in the chillest land —

And on the strangest Sea —

Yet — never — in Extremity,

It asked a crumb — of me.

— Emily Dickinson




IN CELEBRATION OF THE SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OFLAUDATO SI’ BY POPE FRANCIS,
we welcome six new designs to our Franciscans For Earth acknowledgment card line.
These are available Earth Day, Thursday, April 22, 2021, on our website!

Order online at www.fsolph.org or leave your contact information at (314) 965-3700.

Help us juither

1. Contact us with your latest email
address. Sister Connie is working to
update our mailing and email lists.

2. Change to Amazon Smile. Update
your regular Amazon account and
designate the Franciscan Sisters of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help as your
beneficiary. Each time you shop,
Amazon will donate 0.5% of your
purchase price to the Sisters.

3.In lieu of funeral flowers, send a
Perpetual Membership of Prayer.
Members share in the graces of a
monthly Eucharist Celebration, and

in the daily prayers and good works

of each of our Sisters. For this $25
donation, a family member will receive
a beautiful gold presentation booklet
with a personalized certificate inside.

4, Use our Annual Membership of
Prayer program in place of special
occasion cards. For a suggested
donation of just $5, your loved one
will be added to our Sisters' prayer list
for one year, plus they will be sent the
acknowledgment card of your choice!

5.Leave a Legacy — remember the
Sisters in your will. Directly name
the Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Kirkwood, MO, in your
will, and let us know! To thank you,
you will automatically be added to our
Perpetual prayer list.

6. Donate Stock for a possible tax
break. Gifting securities or annuities

to the Franciscan Sisters may provide
tax advantages over donating cash. Ask
your financial planner.

7. Give "In Honor," or "In Memory" of
aloved one or "In Celebration" of a
special event. Need a gift for someone
who has everything? Celebrate their
birthday or anniversary, promotion or
retirement, by donating to the Sisters

in their name. Want to memorialize a
loved one in a special way? Let us know
and we can send the acknowledgment
to family members and include them in
prayer. You may even be able to deduct
the gift from your taxes. (Consult your
financial advisor.)

For more information, contact Sister
Connie at (314) 965-3700, x109, or
srconnie@fsolph.org.

_i Foundation Day by gathering with all of our
=

Untid we meet again. ..
Sister Kathryn Ann Geringer, OSF 1941-2020

Sister Kathy, as she was lovingly called, was small in stature but
large in spirit and generosity. She passed to her eternal reward
on September 7, 2020.

Sister Kathy learned from her parents early in life to be grateful
for any kindness or gift, no matter how small. No one can be-
gin to measure the number of Thank You cards she sent during
her 78 years.

In her biography, which she wrote upon becoming a Franciscan Sister of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, she indicated that she admired persons who were “sweet, sincere, hum-
ble, understanding, and kind.” What she admired, she became. Her Sisters in commu-
nity knew her as gentle, peace-filled, genuine, helpful, appreciative, kind, grateful, and
filled with quiet beauty.

She wanted to become a Franciscan Sister so she could “teach little children to love
Jesus.” She did just that for many years as she taught in the primary grades in St Louis,
MGO; Fairborn, OH; and Oak Creek, WI. In her later years, her gracious, gentle tempera-
ment came through as she served as receptionist at the skilled care and assisted living
facilities of Cardinal Ritter Senior Services in St Louis.

Her sweet spirit touched the lives of so many people. We know that God welcomed her
home with an immense THANK YOU for a life lived so generously, so graciously.

A private burial service was held September 9 at Resurrection Cemetery in St Louis.
Memorial gifts in honor of Sister Kathy may be made at www.fsolph.com to help the
Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of Perpetual Help continue to provide for the health care
needs of the Sisters. Call (314) 965-3700, ext 109, with questions or to share a story of
how Sister Kathy helped to influence your life.

Foundation Day Roses

We appreciate that although you may have

the desire, many of you cannot make it to the
beautiful resting place of your favorite Sister to
pay your respects. And many of those who can
travel to St Louis, have not been able due to
Covid travel restrictions and safety precautions.

We invite you all to join us symbolically as we
celebrate the lives of our deceased Sisters.
May 29th is the 120th Anniversary of our
founding in St Louis, MO. We usually celebrate

local sisters at the senior care facility. This year,
our Sisters who are able will gather outdoors
at our Cemetery to pray, sing, and remember.
If you would like, we can purchase a fresh rose
on your behalf. We will place it on your Sister's
grave marker for you during this Community
Celebration.

We ask only for a donation to offset the cost.
We have placed a form on our website, or you
can call Tau Center at (314)-965-3700 and leave
a message for Sister Connie with your contact
information. She will get back to you to make
arrangements.
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Save our common home! To receive this
via email, or to be removed from the list,
please send your contact information with

your specific request to info@fsolph.org
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nearby visit your Special Sister
annually at our Community's final
resting place — Resurrection
Cemetery in St Louis County,
Missouri. We also understand that
the Coronavirus has canceled many
of these visits over the past year.
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