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Opening Prayer

God of hope, You have
placed us on this earth
in @ moment of
ecological crisis.

We face a crisis of
such proportions and
urgency, at times it
feels like it could crush
us.
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At times we rebel.
We did not ask to be
born into this
moment, yet being
alive now, we face the
fate of humanity and
the planet. It places a
weight on our
shoulders, and we
feel called forth to
heal Your world.



Franciscan Sisters of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help

F

At times we struggle.
Sometimes, we wish it
were not like this, that we
could just go about our
business. We are tempted

to turn our heads away.
Sometimes we feel that
the fight is futile— science
can seem to say that hope
is lost. We feel we do not
have the strength to go on.
We are burnt out.
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When we feel like this, may
we take time out and turn
our gaze to You. May we
draw close to You, dear
Lord, and realize that You
have been here too. You
know what it meant to feel
defeated, hopeless, and
crushed. You share our
tears and weep with us for
the future of your children
and all Your creatures.
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On the cross

You too cried out
in abandonment,
“My God, my God,
why have You
forsaken me?”
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In Your cry, the whole
of creation cried out.
You held all our tears
until they overflowed,
transforming them
into infinite dew
drops.
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When all seems lost,
may we experience
Your divine mercy.
May we be gentle on
ourselves and
merciful to others.
May we find strength
for the road ahead.
Amen.

Laudato Si’ Prayer Book
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Song: Eye Has Not Seen ~

Eve Has Not Seen - Marty Haugen - YouTube



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rRyOS0nZr7s

Scripture Responsory

Love the LORD, all you who are faithful to
him. The LORD protects the loyal,

but repays the arrogant in full. Be strong
and take heart, all who hope in the LORD.

Voice of the People: LORD, for what do |
wait? You are my only hope.
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You are my hope, LORD; my trust, GOD,
from my youth. On you | have depended
since birth; from my mother’s womb you

are my strength; my hope in you never
wavers.

Voice of the People: LORD, for what do |
wait? You are my only hope.
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| will always hope in you and add to all your
praise. My mouth shall proclaim your just
deeds, day after day your acts of
deliverance, though | cannot number them

all.

Voice of the People: LORD, for what do |
wait? You are my only hope.
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You are my refuge and shield; in your word, |
hope.

Voice of the People: LORD, for what do |
wait? You are my only hope.

13



Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a
wish fulfilled is a tree of life.

Voice of the People: LORD, for what do |
wait? You are my only hope.
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For you will surely have a future, and your
hope will not be cut off.

Voice of the People: LORD, for what do |
wait? You are my only hope.
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Such, you must know, is wisdom to your
soul. If you find it, you will have a future,
and your hope will not be cut off.

Voice of the People: LORD, for what do |
wait? You are my only hope.
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May the GOD of hope fill you with all joy
and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy

Spirit.

Voice of the People: LORD, for what do |
wait? You are my only hope.
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Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction,
persevere in prayer.

Voice of the People: LORD, for what do |
wait? You are my only hope.
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For in hope we were saved. Now hope that
sees for itself is not hope. For who hopes for
what one sees? But if we hope for what we
do not see, we wait with endurance.

Voice of the People: LORD, for what do |
wait? You are my only hope.
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Song: How Can | Keep From Singing
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Li2hddmy63U
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Li2hddmy63U

Reading from Laudato Si’

God has written a precious book, “whose
letters are the multitude of created things
present in the universe”. The Canadian
bishops rightly pointed out that no creature
is excluded from this manifestation of God:
“From panoramic vistas to the tiniest living
form, nature is a constant source of wonder
and awe. It is also a continuing revelation of
the divine”.
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The bishops of Japan,
for their part, made a
thought-provoking
observation: “To sense
each creature singing
the hymn of its
existence is to live
joyfully in God’s love
and hope.”
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This contemplation of creation allows us to
discover in each thing a teaching which God
wishes to hand on to us, since “for the

believer, to contemplate creation is to hear

a message, to listen to a paradoxical and
silent voice”.
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We can say that “alongside revelation
properly so-called, contained in sacred
Scripture, there is a divine manifestation in
the blaze of the sun and the fall of night”.
Paying attention to this manifestation, we
learn to see ourselves in relation to all other
creatures: “I express myself in expressing
the world; in my effort to decipher the
sacredness of the world, | explore my own”.
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Contemplative Silence

What gives you hope for the Earth and for
humanity?
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Sharing
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Our Lady of Perpetual Help
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Closing Song: Be Not Afraid &

https://www.google.com/search?g=be+not+afraid+video+with+lyrics&rlz=1C1GCEA en
US967US967&o0q=be+not+afraid+video&aqs=chrome.0.0i512j69i570i22i3012j0i10i22i30

i0i22i3014j0i390.6369j0j15&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-
S#tfpstate=ive&vld=cid:9bfb0fa2,vid: H kgDXcKlw
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