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Our Commitment 
 

We Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, are called to see the 
Incarnate Face of Christ as we live in relationship with the world community. We 
are compelled to be a transforming presence, witnessing the Gospel with hope 
and joy, as we tend God’s Presence in the heart of the world. 
 

We publicly commit to join the worldwide Catholic community in responding to 
Pope Francis’ appeal to participate in a seven-year journey toward sustainability 
and integral ecology by developing a Laudato Si’ Action Platform.  

Believing in the sacredness of creation and in the dignity of every person, we 
listen and respond to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. 

As Franciscan women religious who are called, “to be continually and totally 
converted to the Lord” (Third Order Rule II,6) we invest our lives in an ecological 
conversion of mind and heart. This ecological conversion calls us to a spirituality 
of creation, actions for the common good, concern for future generations, 
reverence for the Earth community. 

We are Franciscans for Earth whose lives proclaim, “no place is too far, no service 
too humble and no person too lowly” (Foundresses). Praise be! 

 

Our Plan 

Cry of the Earth 

We believe in the sacredness of creation and in the dignity of every person. 

(Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of Perpetual Help (FSOLPH) Creedal Statement) 
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Aware of our constant need for conversion of heart, we admit our weakness and 

rely on Christ’s help…In our desire to be reconciled with God and with others, we 

strive to be transformed into Christ to see Him in all creation.  (To Joyfully Serve 

(TJS) constitution 12) 

Goal Action: 

Plant Trees 

Specific congregational action: Plant trees to offset the carbon put into the air by 

our fleet of cars. 

Cry of the Poor 

Impelled by the cry of the poor, we work for social justice reflective of Gospel 

teaching. We strive to create in ourselves and in others a conversion of mind and 

attitude and accept the responsibility for improving social and economic 

conditions. (TJS A.3.7) 

Gospel poverty compels us to bring forth God’s reign of justice and peace in the 

world.  This poverty calls us to be in solidarity with people who are poor and 

marginalized.  We share our lives and resources as far as we are able. (TJS 31) 

Goal Action: 

Collect items for donation 

Specific congregational action: Collect items for donations to local organizations 

serving immigrants, migrants, refugees, and those in crisis. 

Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles 

We imitate the missionary spirit of our father Francis and our mother foundresses 

who saw no place too far, no service too humble, no person too lowly. Our simple 

lifestyle offers a silent witness to our reverence for Gospel living. (TJS 48) 

As a Franciscan community, we hold and share all things in common and live in 

simplicity.  Our Gospel poverty fosters an attitude of detachment which releases 

us from all selfish clinging to things of this world and disposes us for the Kingdom 
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of God. Thus, we witness to a materialistic society that God alone can satisfy the 

yearning heart. (TJS 29) 

 

Goal Action: 

Reduce meat consumption 

Specific congregational action: Educate our Sisters and promote ways to make 

this life-style change. 

Ecological Education 

Imbued with an evangelical spirit, we announce peace and demonstrate our 

desire for justice. We are called to heal the wounded, to bind up the bruised, to 

reclaim the erring and to instruct the ignorant. (TJS 46) 

Franciscans for Earth is a community of people engaging in education, 

collaboration, and advocacy for the ecological transformation of the world. 

(Mission of Franciscans for Earth 2018) 

Goal Action:  

Provide a Scholarship 

Specific congregational action: To financially support a young adult in a faith-

based eco-justice program.   

Ecological Spirituality 

As Franciscans, we believe that peace grows when we live the Gospel as 

reconcilers of injustice and in harmony with all creation. Franciscan peacemaking 

arises from conversion, contemplation, poverty, and minority. CONVERSION of 

heart frees us to stand in solidarity with the oppressed poor and marginalized. 

CONTEMPLATION opens us to God’s love to become instruments of peace. 

POVERTY demonstrates our dependence on God’s Providence and calls us to care 

for all creation. In MINORITY, we seek to serve and to promote justice with 

nonviolent means. (FSOLPH Declaration Peace and Justice) 
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Goal Action:  

Provide an Experience Celebrating the Sacredness of Creation 

Specific congregational action: Host an outdoor congregational celebration 

focusing on the beauty of sacredness of creation and individually invite others to 

an encounter with creation. 

 

 


